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If you find an affiliate product through a site like ClickBank 
(www.clickbank.com) or JVZoo (www.jvzoo.com), you’ll be given an affiliate 
link to promote and every time someone clicks on that link and buys the 
product you’ll get around 40-60%. A great strategy then is to include 
product reviews as blog posts, or to have a list of ‘key resources’ for your 
readers that promote these items. 
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Another option is to choose Amazon’s affiliate scheme. This pays out a 
much smaller percentage but on the other hand, it gives you access to a 
gigantic selection and it lets you sell through a retailer that people already 
use and trust. 

Look for widgets and plugins that will let you add your adverts in the 
sidebars and under the headers of your site. These key spots bring in more 
clicks and more money without being distracting or disruptive for your 
visitors.  
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You can use a plugin like “Amazon Product in a Post Plugin” to add 
formatted Amazon products to any page or posts. It’s free: 
https://wordpress.org/plugins/amazon-product-in-a-post-plugin/  
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Chapter 7: Building an E-Mail List 

Think of your website as a sieve. Most of the people who visit it will read it, 
enjoy it but then fall through the tiny holes never to be seen again. At this 
point they are lost. 

This is why e-mail marketing is so important. With e-mail marketing, the 
objective is to get visitors to sign up for a mailing list so that you can update 
them with news about your new posts, new products and more. This lets 
you turn a one-off visitor into a loyal fan and someone you can reach 
regularly. Don’t rely on RSS feeds for this kind of loyalty – it’s only a small 
selection of people who use these and barely anyone will subscribe to an 
RSS feed on Feedly on their very first visit. 
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To create a successful mailing list, you will need to use an autoresponder 
along the lines of Aweber (www.aweber.com) or GetResponse 
(www.getresponse.com). These will manage your contacts, allow you to 
send large bulk e-mails and also automate the process of signing up or 
unsubscribing.  

Once you’ve chosen a platform and signed up, you’ll then be given the 
opportunity to create an ‘opt-in form’. This is where your visitors will enter 
their details if they want to sign in and it’s what you should work to promote 
if you want to get the maximum visitors possible.  

Fortunately, it’s relatively easy to insert opt-in forms into your sidebar and 
into the bottom of your posts. This won’t be enough to encourage first time 
viewers though: if you want to go the extra mile to secure subscribers 
(which you really should) then you should incentivize your mailing list with 
an e-book, a free report or some other kind of freebie.  
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Likewise, you can put your opt-in form into a lightbox that appears over the 
rest of your content. SumoMe (www.sumome.com) is one example of a 
useful ‘pop-up’ lightbox you can use to convert your one-time visitors into 
subscribers and long-time customers. 

Now make sure you keep your mailing list active by notifying your members 
of new updates to the blog and by mentioning your offers and promotions. 

Note that pretty much every major blogger describes their mailing list as 
one of the absolutely crucial aspects of their business model. Don’t ignore 
this! 
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Chapter 8: Socializing Your Blog 

Post regularly enough and your blog will begin to generate ‘long tail’ 
keywords and will get traffic from Google. You can help this as well by 
exchanging guest posts and submitting your links to directories and forums 
to create a big ‘in-bound links profile’. 

In this day and age though and especially for bloggers looking to build a 
personal brand, social media is going to be your very best tool for 
promoting your site. This will allow you to directly reach your target 
demographic, to engage with your audience and to grow your list of fans 
and followers.  

So how do you go about effectively ‘socializing’ that blog? 
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The Basics 

The first rule of social media is ‘be everywhere’. This means you should 
have an account on Facebook, on Twitter, on Instagram (which is actually 
bigger than Twitter!), on Google+, on LinkedIn… you name it! And across 
all these accounts you should have a consistent logo, a consistent brand 
name and a consistent mission statement and niche. This will help to give 
people more ways to discover you and it will present more ways to share 
your content. 

Now when you post your blog posts, you should also share them to all 
these channels. As you gain more visitors, more people will gravitate 
towards your social media. And as they grow in number, the content you 
share there will automatically start to perform better. 

At the same time, you should also think of sharing your links to social 
sharing sites – like Reddit (www.reddit.com) and StumbleUpon 
(www.stumbleupon.com). Also good are Facebook groups and Google+ 
communities. This way you can find specific audiences for your content 
who will be likely to enjoy your content and to share it and promote it. 

In fact, every time you write a new post for your blog you should have a 
good idea of all the ways you can share it socially. Where will this be the 
biggest hit? Who precisely are you aiming this post at? Think of your route 
to market right from the start and you’ll all but guarantee succeed. 

Of course you should also add social sharing buttons right into your 
content. You can do this with a plugin like Shareaholic 
(www.shareaholic.com). This lets your visitors share your content with their 
contacts if they should enjoy it. 
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Creating a Community on Your Own Blog 

Another smart tip is to try turning your own blog into a community itself. 
You can do this with an active comments section (use the plugin in Disqus 
which has a lot of advanced features and useful advantages) and by just 
making sure that you always respond to comments and generally 
encourage conversation. Try to end your posts with an invitation for people 
to discuss more – or even end them with a question. 

And do take the time wherever possible to answer e-mails, messages on 
LinkedIn etc. Don’t underestimate the value of a single highly loyal fan! 
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Chapter 9: Important Pages to Have on Your 
Blog 

As well as posting content as blog posts, a WordPress site also lets you 
add pages. These will be static points of interest on your site that people 
will be able to view regularly whenever they’re interested in them. 

This chapter will serve as a useful reference for adding pages to your 
blog… 
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About Page 

An About Page is a page where you tell people about your blog. This is an 
excellent opportunity to explain your mission statement and to help new 
visitors make sense of everything they see on the home page. If you have 
lots of content, this can help you to tie a little bow around it all and to get 
people excited for your future output. You can also use this to weed out 
your ‘non audience’. In other words, to really hone in on your specific target 
demographic. 
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Contact Page 

For gaining fans and for building new contacts and networking 
opportunities, a contact page is an absolute must. Leave this out and you 
might miss out on some serious opportunities! 

A good way to let people get in contact without opening yourself up for 
abuse is to use ‘Contact Form 7’ (https://wordpress.org/plugins/contact-
form-7/).  
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This is a plugin that adds a form to your contact page and helps protect you 
from spam. 

Services 

This is another great way to monetize your site! Why not turn some of that 
expertise into a service you can charge top dollar for? 

Products 

This is where you will promote your own products or your affiliate products. 
Some bloggers will call this page something like their ‘essential gear’ or 
their ‘survival kit’ and for real fans it’s a great place for people to gain some 
of your magic for themselves. 
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Recommendations/Resources 

This is similar to the above but will work more purely for affiliate links. What 
products can you unreservedly recommend? 

Here is a screenshot of a blog using a ‘Resources’ page: 
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‘Start Here’ 

The only downside with the blog format for websites is that it can be hard to 
find older, legacy posts and content. A good way around this is to have a 
handy ‘Start Here’ page that can act as a ‘jumping on point’ for your new 
visitors and show off the highlights of your site.  
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Chapter 10: Conclusion and the Next Step 

At this point you should now have a rather steady flow of income with a 
well-designed blog, a consistent brand and loads of unique content. You 
know how to share it, how to build fans and how to use some of the best 
tools to save yourself time. 

The rest comes down to luck. So just keep plugging away and eventually 
you’ll get your break when your link ends up on the right website or gets 
recommended by the right person. The key is to not give up. 
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The Next Level – More Blogs? 

But once you’ve started to gain traffic and the money starts flowing in, what 
can you do to scale your business and speed things up? 

One option is to take on a new blog project… or maybe two! This way you 
can increase the amount of ads you’ve published, the amount of content, 
the amount of products you’re selling… and at the same time you’ll be far 
more resilient should anything ever happen to your main site (you know 
what they say about eggs and baskets…). 

Choose a niche that is somewhat related to your current one and that way 
you can benefit from some of the momentum your brand will have obtained 
at this point. That way, you can promote synergy across your different 
channels and the success of each blog will help to further the success of 
each of the others. 

Don’t take on more than you can chew though. If taking up a new blog is 
likely to mean that your current blog doesn’t get the attention it deserves, 
then you should reconsider. 

If you’re like many people, then you’ll likely start out running a blog as a 
side hustle to bring in some extra income on top of your main job and just 
for fun. You’ll need to commit as much time to it as possible but if you do, 
then you’ll eventually be able to quit your job and start living entirely off the 
blog (though it may be tough at first). This would be a great point at which 
to take on a new blogging project and to branch out and grow. 
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What We’ve Learned 

So what have we learned throughout the course of this e-book? Before you 
go on your way to start blogging, remember some of these key pointers to 
ensure your success… 

• Choosing your niche carefully is very important. Pick one that is
something you’re very passionate about and that is potentially
profitable. Avoid overly vague and crowded topics.

• You will need a blogging platform/CMS. The best choice by far is to
go with a self-hosted WordPress site.

• Choose a logo and a name for your site next. This will help you when
choosing your domain and will inform your web design.

• Web design is easy on WordPress – it’s simply a matter of selecting a
theme and potentially tweaking it.

• Consider font and color palette at this point. This is highly important:
small touches make your site look professional which is what will win
you the trust of your visitors.

• If you struggle, hire a professional through UpWork, Elance or
Freelancer.

• Add regular content that is high quality. Increase quantity as much as
possible.
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• Research ideas by using news sites, forums in your niche and
keyword research tools.

• But focus on making your articles interesting.

• Have in mind an audience for each post you make and know where
you’re going to share it.

• Sharing to social media is key – ensure a consistent brand identity
across all platforms.

• Also share to social bookmarking sites and online communities. Tailor
make your content for these audiences.

• Add an e-mail list and use this to bring visitors back to your site.
• Don’t monetize with PPC ads – sell a product or an affiliate product.

And there you have it! If you focus on these tips and then just put in the 
work, you’ll eventually find that you can build enough followers to start 
making a living from it.  

Don’t get disheartened if this success doesn’t come at first – as we’ve said 
countless times you really need to invest the time if you want to make this 
your actual living. If you’re writing about something interesting though and 
you’re doing it well, you’ll find that you eventually find the fans and you 
actually don’t even need that many visitors to be relatively successful.  

Worst case scenario, you make a few hundred extra dollars a month. Not 
something to turn your nose up at! If you’re truly passionate about your 
niche too, you should find that none of it ever feels like work. 
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And it will all be worth it in the end. Imagine being a rich internet celebrity 
who can travel the world making money from a blog… And imagine 
knowing that you achieved your freedom through your own hard work and 
effort! You can get there, you just need to stick with it.  

IMPORTANT: To help you further take action, print out a copy of the 
Checklist and Mindmap I provided. You’ll also find a Resource Cheat Sheet 
with valuable sites, posts and articles that I recommend you go through. 


